Sue Ellen Jurcak, M.A,, L.P.C.,, C.D.M.S.,, CR.C.

Licensed Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor

Authored Master’s Thesis on Closed Head Injury and Employability
Owner/President Unique Options, LLC & Medical Care Coordinators, Inc.
Mother of twin 16 year old boys who just started driving

April 25, 2013

The Honorable State Representative Peter Lund, Committee Chair
Michigan House of Representatives Insurance Committee

374 Capitol Building

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Opposition to House Bill 4612
Chairman Lund and Members of the House Insurance Committee:

In Michigan, we are able to ensure our youngest drivers (who are most likely to be involved in a serious
automobile accident) will have the coverage they need to recover to their maximum potential in the event
of a catastrophic injury without bankrupting their families or having them become a burden on the State
of Michigan’s Medicaid roles.

Recovering to maximum potential goes beyond the medical care a catastrophically injured
individual receives in the hospital or acute care facilities. Therapies and rehabilitations are all major
components to the recovery and quality of life for victims of automobile accidents. And while there are
various rehabilitations that all serve great purposes, Vocational Rehabilitation is what I want to address
with you today.

Vocational Rehabilitation has a very reasonable and necessary role in the recovery of those who
have been injured in an automobile accident. Before a catastrophic accident, these individual’s were just
like you and 1. They got up, got dressed, went to work and provided for themselves or their families.
Vocational Rehabilitation gives that opportunity back to them. Services such as job skill
training/retraining, job assessment, education, work behaviors, and supported employment are the basis of
Vocational Rehabilitation. And while these services are the cornerstones, an individualized approach is
taken to ensure that each person receives exactly what they need, so that they can be successful in their
return to gainful employment whether it is community based employment or in a non-traditional sheltered
workshop environment.

With recent studies showing that the largest at risk population for sustaining a traumatic brain
injury in an automobile accident is between the ages of 16 — 34, the need for effective Vocational
Rehabilitation becomes even more amplified. Individuals who are catastrophically injured at these ages
will have their entire lives in front of them little to no hope of returning to or entering into the workplace
unless they are able to receive Vocational Rehabilitation Services.

While working as a Licensed Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, I recognized the need for a
workshop that served only the traumatic brain injury population. Up until this point, individuals with
traumatic brain injuries only had the option to work in a traditional sheltered workshop who serves a
mixed population that included the developmentally disabled, mentally retarded, psychiatric clients, and
individuals on a return to work program from prison. Often times, these traditional workshops were dirty,
poorly lit warehouses, paid piece rate, and frequently would run out of work leaving their clients with
nothing to do. For an individual with a traumatic brain injury that remembers what life was like before
the accident, the traditional workshop environment is not a good fit.

After extensive research and hard work, I opened a community placement and training program
in 2004 called Unique Options. What makes Unique Options different from a traditional workshop is we
are a clean, well lit, professionally staffed work place that only accepts individuals with traumatic brain
injuries. Unique Options provides real work for real paychecks. We are not a day treatment program.
Our clients work in areas such as production, quality inspection, assembly, sort/salvage, packaging,
computer training, woodworking, small engine repair, paint/stain, upholstery, horticulture, automotive
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